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Maren Götzmann 

Standlinie P2 

2018 

Watercolour, pastel and 

pencil on paper 

20 x 30 cm

Lisa Pullen 

Occurrence 

2019 

Linocut print 

30 x 35.7 cm

Gwenn Tasker

Journey to the same place 

(which remains different) 

2019 

Etching 

60 x 40 cm

Angela Gardner

Murder (A Sorry Tale) 

2019 

Solvent release and 

woodtype on paper 

35 x 41 cm

John Doyle 

Three assemblages (untitled) 

2019 

Timber, stone and metal 

Left to right:   h 47 x w 16 x d 16 cm  

h 63 x w 39 w d 15 cm  

h 43 x w 26 x d 8 cm



The third group exhibition by NightLadder, In 

the Works, features sympathetic connections 

and stories told of place, people and journeys.

Each member of NightLaddder is an 

accomplished, independent artist. Together 

however, they seek to understand how their 

individual practice can extend the work of others, 

combine with others, and create something 

beyond the sum of the individual pieces.

Individually, group members present strong 

bodies of work.

Gwenn Tasker’s works are both large and small, 

telling timeless tales of leaving and arriving; 

exploring and colonising. Her powerfully 

resolved large etchings complement her 

smaller postal size work. In Lisa Pullen’s fine 

and detailed pen work we unfurl a thread of 

botanical whimsy, whilst her bold lino prints 

demand attention. Finding her place, her 

standing lines, and her point on the map, are 

features of Maren Gözmann’s delicate and 

ethereal work here. On occasion, the lines 

are firm and pronounced; at others erased, 

or masked with uncertainty. The delicate and 

understated nature of Angela Gardner’s print 

images belies the darkness of the tragic voyage 

partially revealed in her selected text; whilst 

her passion for words is found throughout. 

John Doyle’s elegant and pared back work in 

print and collage demonstrate how effectively 

restraint can communicate impressions of 

landscapes and states. His assemblages offer a 

stillpoint, with not a single superfluous element. 

From the individual to the collective, it is in 

the world of artists’ books where their main 

collaborative practice occurs. 

Collaboration can take many forms – from 

the traditional inter-disciplinary collaboration 

where poets, printmakers and binders work 

together using their specialist skills to create 

a book; to intra-disciplinary collaborations 

where artists from similar fields work together 

to build a book or a piece that incorporates 

the marks of many1.

Working in a way similar to theatre or jazz 

improvisation, one member begins a page, 

another adds to it, and then another, until the 

group determines the work is complete.

Shared decision making is at the heart of 

such collaborations and this approach is 

embedded in NightLadder’s approach. 

Autonomy is granted for individuals to make 

their own marks, whilst being considerate of 

the whole. There is more a sense of guiding 

and suggesting rather than of directing or 

dictating, and an appreciation of reciprocity 

and exchange continues throughout. 

The collaborative pieces on show demonstrate 

a joyfulness of colour with unique elements 

combining to form integrated wholes. Subtle 

discipline never takes a piece too far, and 

the determination of when a piece is fully 

resolved, is both sensitive and discriminating.

Collaboration often pushes individual 

artists farther than they might go on their 

own. The great pleasure of deepening their 

own practice alongside the opportunity to 

collaborate, emanates from all of the work in 

this exhibition.
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Fiona Dempster

Fiona Dempster is a calligraphic and book artist, and letterpress printmaker, based in Maleny on 

the Sunshine Coast.
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